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EXTRCTS. 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  held  in 
Philadelphia,  by  adjournments  from  the  Tenth  of  Fifth 
Month  to  the  Fifteenth  of  the  same  inclusive,  1880. 

Second  Day. — Morning. 

The  Meeting  having  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
our  late  Clerk,  Martha  Mellor,  Phebe  W.  Foulke  was 
appointed  to  serve  for  the  morning  session. 

Reports  were  received  from  all  our  constituent  Quart¬ 
erly  Meetings  ;  also  from  the  Half  Year’s  Meeting  of 
Fishing  Creek,  and  the  Representatives  from  these 
Meetings  were  all  present  except  eleven,  for  the  absence 
of  seven  of  whom  satisfactory  reasons  were  given. 

A  minute  for  our  friend  Ann  Packer,  a  minister  from 
Green  Plain  Monthly  Meeting,  Ohio,  endorsed  by  Miami 
Quarterly  Meeting,  was  read.  Also  one  for  J.  Woodrow 
Warner  and  Mahala,  his  wife,  members  of  Miami 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  companions  of  Ann  Packer,  whom 
we  kindly  welcomed. 

Epistles  from  our  sisters  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  of 
New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  read,  and  the 
hope  was  expressed,  that  the  good  counsel  and  earnest 
solicitation  contained  therein,  may  serve  to  stimulate  us 
to  a  more  full  dedication  in  whatever  field  we  may  be 
called  to  labor. 
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BThe  representatives  were  requested  to  confer  together 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  propose  to  the  afternoon 
meeting  the  name  of  a  friend  suitably  qualified  to  serve 
the  meeting  as  Clerk,  and  one  for  Assistant  Clerk. 

Afternoon. 

On  behalf  of  the  representatives  a  report  was  made, 
that  they  had  conferred  together  and  unity  was  expressed 
in  proposing  to  the  Meeting  the  name  of  Phebe  W. 
Foulke  for  Clerk,  and  Jane  D.  Satterthwaite  for  Assist¬ 
ant  Clerk.  The  meeting  united  therewith,  and  they  were 
appointed  to  those  respective  services  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

A  minute  for  our  friend  Darlington  Hoopes,  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  attendance  from  Little  Falls  Monthly  Meeting, 
Maryland,  endorsed  by  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  was 
read.  Also  one  for  Joseph  S.  Hartley  and  Sarah,  his 
wife,  elders,  from  West  Monthly  Meeting,  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio. 

Epistles  from  our  sisters  of  Baltimore  and  Genesee 
Yearly  Meetings  were  read,  and  they  as  well  as  those 
read  in  the  morning,  were  very  acceptable.  To  essay 
replies  as  way  may  open  a  committee  was  appointed. 

To  examine  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  meeting,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  to 
a  future  session. 

Third  Day  Wth  instant. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  state  of  our  Society,  as  presented  by  the  answers 
from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  to  the  first  Query. 
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The  wisdom  of  those  who  framed  our  discipline,  in 
placing  first ,  the  Query  pertaining  to  the  attendance  of 
our  religious  meetings  was  referred  to,  faithfulness  in 
this  duty  being  considered  as  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  superstructure  of  our  society  organization  rests. 

Afternoon. 

The  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  queries  were  read, 
and  the  answers  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  carefully 
considered.  Much  pertinent  counsel  was  given  encourag¬ 
ing  to  the  more  faithful  performance  of  our  duty  in 
the  support  of  all  the  inportant  testimonies  contained 
therein. 

Fourth  Day  12 th  instant. 

The  morning  was  occupied  in  the  consideration  of  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  queries  and  the  answers 
thereto.  Much  excellent  counsel  was  given,  urging  upon 
us  a  more  full  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  our  tes¬ 
timony  to  a  free  gospel  ministry.  Other  exercises  upon 
the  various  subjects  comprised  in  these  queries  were  ex¬ 
pressed.  An  emphatic  appeal  was  made  and  solicitude 
expressed,  that  more  perfect  confidence  should  be  estab¬ 
lished  between  parent  and  child,  husband  and  wife  ;  and 
between  all  those  nearly  allied  to  each  other,  and  closely 
associated  in  the  practical  business  of  life.  That  we 
should  seek  for  the  spirit  of  the  little  child ,  which  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  so  fully  exemplified,  and  thus  be  in  a  condition 
to  invite  the  confidence  of  those  who  are  placed  under 
our  care;  that  in  our  intercourse  with  our  children,  we 
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be  patient  with  their  importunity,  and  see  to  it,  that 
when  they  ask  for  bread  we  give  them  not  a  stone. 

Afternoon. 

The  remaining  queries  and  answers  were  read,  includ¬ 
ing  the  second  annual  query,  which  gave  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  report  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  schools 
under  the  care  of  the  Monthly  and  Preparative  Meetings, 
throughout  the  various  branches  of  our  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  minute  of  last  year,  referring  the  subject  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Boarding  School  under  the  care  of 
this  Yearly  Meeting,  to  our  constituent  Quarterly 
Meetings,  was  read,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
committees  appointed  in  these  meetings  to  consider  the 
subject.  The  substance  of  the  reports,  from  eight  of 
them,  is  as  follows:  “That  a  school  in  which  our  chil¬ 
dren  could  receive  a  liberal  guarded  education,  at  a 
moderate  cost,  is  needed,  but  that  the  subject  cannot  be 
properly  disposed  of  without  the  co-operation  of  the 
brethern.’’  Information  was  forwarded  to  Men’s  Meeting 
accordingly. 

Fifth  Day  13 th  instant. 

Afternoon. 

An  interesting  report  from  the  joint  committee  having 
charge  of  Indian  Affairs,  was  read  and  approved.  The 
committee  and  the  agents  who  have  direct  charge  of  the 
Reservations  under  the  care  of  Friends,  have  had  much 
to  feel  for  some  time  past,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of 
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that  generous  suppoit  and  confidence  on  the  part  of  our 
government,  -which  has  hitherto  been  given. 

The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  their  civilization 
is  encouraging;  and  the  hope  was  expressed,  that 
although  there  are  times  when  it  seems  as  if  further 
effort  were  useless,  Friends  will  continue  in  the  work, 
being  willing  to  do  what  they  can,  and  ultimately  the 
blessing  will  follow.  The  committee  was  continued 
another  year. 

The  joint  committee  on  Education  and  Schools, 
presented  a  report  which  was  read  and  united  with.  The 
continuance  of  the  committee  for  another  year,  was  also- 
united  with,  and  they  were  encouraged  to  do  whatever 
their  hands  might  find  to  do,  little  though  it  may  seem 
to  them. 

The  salutary  advices  in  our  discipline,  which  are  re¬ 
commended  to  be  read  after  the  reading  and  answering' 
of  the  Queries  in  our  Monthly  Meetings,  were  alluded 
to,  and  especial  attention  called  to  that  portion  recom¬ 
mending  the  application  of  all  “  public  gifts  and  legacies 
strictly  to  the  uses  intended  by  the  donor.”  If  there 
has  been  any  misapplication  of  bequests  for  educational 
purposes,  it  was  hoped  that  this  committee  will  give  the 
subject  such  attention  as  in  their  judgment  may  seem 
best. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Representative  Committee  or 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  were  read,  also  the  names  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  furnished  by  the  Quarterly 
Meeting,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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Sixth  Day  14 th  instant. 

The  subject  of  intemperance  in  its  comprehensive  im¬ 
port  was  before  us,  and  we  feel  that  as  upon  women  fall 
much  of  the  distress  and  degradation  which  the  great 
evil  of  intemperance  brings,  it  is  but  fitting  that  we 
should  speak  out  and  appeal  to  those  temporarily  in 
power,  in  our  legislative  bodies.  Our  Meeting  united  inap- 
pointing  a  committee  to  memoralize  Congress,  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  bill  to  appoint  a  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  evils  of  the  Alcholic  Liquor  Traffic.  A  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Information  was  received  from  Men  Friends,  that 
they  had  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject 
of  the  establishment  of  a  Boarding  School  under  the  care 
of  this  Yearly  Meeting.  Our  Meeting  also  appointed  a 
committee  to  unite  with  them,  and  report  to  our  next 
Yeai’ly  Meeting. 

The  address  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of 
Illinois  read  last  year  and  referred  to  the  meeting  this 
year,  for  its  further  consideration,  proposing  “that  once 
in  five  years,  or  oftener,  a  general  conference  be  held, 
composed  of  representatives,  two  or  more,  from  each 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  a  suitable  number  appointed  by 
each  Yearly  Meeting,  who  with  others  in  attendance 
shall  constitute  a  meeting  representing  the  entire  body, 
for  the  consideration  of  such  subjects  as  lie  outside  of 
our  own  membership, and  which  we  can  in  united  judgment 
labor  in  for  the  advancement  of  morality  and  righteous¬ 
ness  among  men,  such  as  our  Indian  policy,  arbitration 
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in  all  its  branches,  Capital  Punishment,  Prison  Reform, 
Intemperance,  Compulsory  Education,  and  cognate  sub¬ 
jects  ”  was  read,  and  the  meeting  was  united  in  appoint¬ 
ing  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  men  Friends  in  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
Yearly  Meeting. 

A fternoon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  meeting,  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  read  and  approved  : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  Abigail  W.  White,  Treasurer,  report  that 
they  have  examined  her  account  and  compared  it  with 
the  vouchers  and  find  the  same  correct,  leaving  a  balance 
due  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventy 
Dollars  and  Fifty-three  Cents.  The  Committee  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  usual  quotas  be  forwarded  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Elizabeth  R.  Turnpenny, 

Margaret  Bancroft. 

Matilda  Garrigues. 

5th  mo.  13th,  1880. 

The  Standing  Committee  having  charge  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  fund  is  as  follows:  Elizabeth  R.  Turnpenny, 
Sarah  C.  Webster,  Emily  B.  Smyth,  Esther  Bancroft, 
Sarah  Chapman,  Louisa  J.  Roberts. 
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Epistles  to  our  sisters  at  their  Yearly  Meetings  of  Ohio, 
Yew  Yoi’k,  Genesee,  Baltimore,  Indiana  and  Illinois? 
were  read  and  approved.  The  clerk  was  directed  to  sign 
them  on  behalf  of  this  meeting,  and  forward  them  to  the 
meetings  to  which  they  are  addressed. 

Seventh  Day — \btli  inst. 

The  action  of  this  Yearly  Meeting  in  appointing  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress,  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic,  was  communicated  to  men 
Friends.  After  considering  the  subject  they  appointed 
a  committee  to  unite  with  us  in  the  preparation  of  the 
memorial,  and  the  joint  committee  produced  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

“  To  the  Yearly  Meeting: — The  Joint  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  Memorial  to  Congress,  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  ‘  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic,’  nearly  all  met,  and 
after  deliberation,  agreed  with  great  unaninimity  upon 
the  following ;  and  the  clerks  were  directed  to  send  a 
copy  of  it  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

James  W.  Janney. 

Matilda  E.  Janney, 

Clerks. 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Maryland,  held  in  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
memoralize  your  bodies  for  the  passage  of  a  bill,  insti¬ 
tuting  a  national  commission  of  inquiry  to  investigate 
thoroughly  and  impartially  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic 
in  its  relation  to  crime,  pauperism,  the  public  health  and 
general  welfare,  and  also  the  results  of  license  and  pro¬ 
hibitory  legislation  in  the  several  States  and  Territories 
of  the  Union. 


The  meeting  united  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
and  with  the  Memorial  which  they  prepared.  Informa¬ 
tion  was  forwarded  from  men  Friends  that  they  had  also 
united  with  the  Report  and  the  Memorial ;  and  had 
agreed  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  that 
had  prepared  it,  to  present  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives.  The  meeting  concurred  in  this  judg¬ 
ment. 


Impressive  testimonies  were  borne  referring  to  the 
sacredness  of  the  family  relation,  encouraging  the  fre¬ 
quent  mingling  of  parents  and  children.  What  more 
fitting  season  could  be  afforded  than  when  the  cares  of 
the  day  have  ended,  and  the  calm  evening  hour  invites 
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to  meditation,  for  a  concerned  mother  to  stir  the  soil  of 
the  mind  and  scatter  the  seeds  of  purity  and  virtue,  and 
impress,  with  devotional  feeling,  the  young  hearts  there 
gathered. 

We  were  earnestly  desired  to  interest  the  young  in 
our  business  meetings  by  appointing  them  to  services 
with  our  elderly  Friends.  An  appeal  being  made  to 
them  to  come  just  as  they  are,  and  that  they  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  outstretched  hands  and  loving  care. 

Fathers  and  mothers  need  to  be  awakened  to  a  sense 
of  their  responsibility,  that  their  example  may  be  the 
means  of  training  the  children  to  love  these  meetings  ; 
as  their  minds  are  thus  gathered  to  the  source  of  all 
good,  they  will  be  better  able  to  meet  the  trials  of  life. 
The  young  were  appealed  to  in  relation  to  their  influ¬ 
ence  over  their  companions,  and  they  were  encouraged 
to  avoid  in  their  social  intercourse  late  hours,  which 
exhaust  the  physical  and  mental  powers. 

We  have  missed  valued  laborers  in  our  vineyard,  who 
have  been  called  to  their  eternal  rest ;  and  though  sepa¬ 
rated  from  them  in  our  outward  mingling,  we  have  been 
drawn  to  their  spirits,  and  the  remembrance  of  their  ex- 
emplai’y  lives  is  an  encouragement  to  be  faithful  to  every 
manifestation  of  duty. 

The  women  of  our  society  have  exceptional  advantages 
for  development.  Then  why  should  they  seek  other 
fields  of  labor,  where  there  is  less  opportunity  for  their 
spiritual  growth  ?  For  that  which  we  hear  is  not  wor¬ 
ship,  but  that  which  we  ourselves  experience  of  the  com¬ 
munion  with  God,  through  his  spirit  which  is  in  us. 
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Again  we  have  been  called  to  the  principles  upon 
which  this  society  is  founded ;  principles  which  are 
immutable,  unchangeable,  giving  to  each  succeeding  gen¬ 
eration  strength  to  bear  faithful  testimonies.  In  select¬ 
ing  reading  for  our  children,  we  were  advised  to  avoid 
that  which  is  light,  even  though  it  is  not  pernicious,  be¬ 
lieving  that  this  kind  of  literature  is  so  absorbing  that 
there  is  not  room  for  that  which  is  instructive. 


Having  been  favored  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  with  harmony  and  sisterly  condescen¬ 
sion,  grateful  for  the  privilege,  we  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  usual  time  next  year,  if  so  permitted. 

Phebe  W.  Fotjlke, 

Clerk. 
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From  New  York  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends, 
held  by  Adjournments,  from  the  26,nH  of  Fifth 
Month,  to  the  29th  of  the  same,  inclu  ive,  18t 9. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends ,  to  he 
held  in  Philadelphia : 

Dear  Sisters  : — We  can  truly  say  that  we  have  risen 
from  a  bountiful  table,  at  which  the  bread  and  the  meat 
broken  by  our  Divine  Master  have  been  freely  handed 
forth  to  the  strength  and  sustenance  of  many  a  fainting 
spirit ;  and  your  acceptable  epistle  was  one  of  the  many 
good  things  of  which  we  were  permitted  to  partake. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  your  loving  remembrance 
of  us,  and  desire  herein  to  greet  you  in  the  same  encour¬ 
aging  and  admonitory  language ;  believing  that  the 
oftener  “  the  pure  mind  ”  is  stirred  up  “  by  way  of  re¬ 
membrance  ”  of  its  duties  and  its  blessings,  the  more 
effectually  it  can  labor  in  the  cause  of  Truth.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Lord  should  speak  often  thus,  one  to  another ; 
animating  and  encouraging  one  another  to  greater  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  testifying  that  the  reward  of  their  labor 
has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  peace.  All  who  have  en¬ 
tered  the  Father’s  service  can  witness  that  it  is  one 
appointed  by  love ,  and  therefore  free  from  bondage  ;  and  * 
that  in  it,  “  hard  things  become  easy,  and  bitter  things 
sweet.” 

In  considering  the  state  of  society  as  presented  in  the 
reports  from  our  subordinate  meetings,  much  valuable 
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testimony  was  called  forth  ;  and  while  we  lament  many 
departures  from  the  exalted  standard  which  our  fathers 
set  up,  we  are  comforted  in  believing  that  He  who  was 
able  to  lead  Fis  chosen  people  out  of  the  bondage  of 
Egypt,  is  still,  strong  to  deliver  those  who  trust  in  Him. 

As  the  sap  which  springs  from  the  root  rises  to  the 
topmost  leaf  upon  the  tree,  causing  every  branch  to  bud 
and  blossom,  and  bring  forth  fruit,  so  may  the  current 
of  life,  which  flows  from  the  root  of  the  true  vine,  extend 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  our  vineyard,  carrying  with  it 
that  vivifying  power  which  shall  cause  it  to  abound  in 
the  “fruits  of  the  Spirit,”  which  are  “righteousness 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost..” 

We  feel  the  need  of  more  individual  labor  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  the  heart.  If  we  suffer  nothing  but  good  seed  to 
fake  root  and  grow  there,  we  shall  have  no  weeds  to 
pluck  up  and  cast  away,  and  none  to  scatter  in  the  minds 
of  our  children.  Thus  shall  we  be  ready  at  the  call,  to 
return  to  our  Father’s  house  with  joy,  bearing  our 
sheaves  with  us. 

The  proper  training  of  the  young  has  been  the  subject 
of  prayerful  concern  with  us  at  this  time.  How  to  stem 
the  increasing  tide  of  fashionable  folly,  and  keep  them 
pure  in  thought  and  word  and  deed,  is  a  constantly  re¬ 
curring  question  to  every  anxious  mother’s  heart.  It 
seems  of  little  avail  to  place  none  but  good  books  within 
their  reach,  unless  we  can,  at  the  same  time,  prevent  the 
corrupt  issues  of  the  daily  press  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  These  are  scattered  broadcast  over  the  land, 
and  are  accessible  to  every  child  that  can  read.  They 
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often  contain  matter  which  is  calculated  to  poison  the 
pure  sources  of  thought,  and  to  destroy  a  relish  for  that 
which  is  wholesome  and  nutritious.  All  that  we  can  do 
is  to  guard  carefully  every  avenue  of  approach  to  the 
minds  of  our  children,  and  to  remove  therefrom,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  every  noxious  thing.  If  we  find  that  the 
enemy  has  entered  unawares,  then,  by  earnest  labor  and 
prayer,  let  us  strive  to  counteract  his  harmful  work.  It 
is  a  day  in  which  free  inquiry  is  pushed  to  the  verge  of 
doubt  and  unbelief ;  when  scientific  research,  under  the 
guise  of  religious  questioning,  seeks  to  undermine  the 
very  foundation  ot  gospel  truth,  and  leaves  nothing  for 
the  mind  to  rest  upon  but  shifting  and  unstable  sand. 
O,  that  we  may  beware  how  we  enter  upon  this  field, 
the  distant  view  whereof  is  enticing  to  the  eye ;  but 
which  is  full  of  snares  and  pitfalls,  into  which  too 
many  fall,  and  and  are  lost ! 

The  subject  of  temperance  has  been  feelingly  and 
powerfully  presented  to  us;  and  we,  like  you,  have  been 
admonished  not  to  introduce  into  our  households,  or  to 
partake  elsewhere,  of  that  which,  in  the  end,  “biteth 
like  a  serpent  and  stingeth  like  an  adder.”  She  who 
offers  the  wine-cup  to  a  guest  or  a  companion  is  as  respon- 
sponsible  for  the  evil  it  entails,  as  the  one  who  accepts 
and  uses  it ;  and,  if  we  would  be  clear  of  a  brother’s  or 
a  sister’s  sin,  let  us  be  careful  how  we  encourage  and 
foster  it.  It  should  be  our  province  to  incite  to  every 
pure  word  and  work ;  and  we  know  not  how  deeply  a 
word  of  loving  remonstrance  from  us  may  sink  into  the 
heart  of  him  who  is  tempted  to  any  debasing  habit.  We 
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fully  recognize  with  you  the  value  of  right  employment 
for  both  old  and  young.  Surely  there  is,  in  the  ranks  of 
poverty  and  wretchedness,  enough  to  do,  to  occupy  all 
the  time  we  can  spare  from  needful  domestic  duties.  To 
visit  the  sick,  to  raise  the  fallen,  to  relieve  the  oppressed, 
to  comfort  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  all  such  as 
need  consolation,  and  to  minister  to  them  out  of  our 
abundance,  would,  if  practised,  prove  sweeter  and  more 
abiding  sources  of  joy,  than  all  the  round  of  frivolous 
pursuits  which  society,  so  called,  has  to  offer. 

How  great  is  the  responsibility  which  attends  the  pos¬ 
session  of  worldly  riches  !  If,  instead  of  “wasting  their 
substance  in  riotous  living,”  or  directing  their  charities 
into  currents  already  full  to  overflowing,  those  who 
have  the  means  would  quietly  pour  their  gifts  into  empty 
and  impoverished  channels,  how  would  they  brighten 
many  desolate  places,  and  how  would  the  sunshine  they 
scattered  be  reflected  upon  their  own  pathway!  To 
give  liberally  to  popular  charities  is  not  always  to  give 
wisely;  but  “  whoso  giveth  unto  the  poor,  lendeth  unto 
the  Lord.” 

If,  like  Job,  we  can  say,  “The  cause  which  I  knew 
not,  I  searched  out.  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet 
was  I  unto  the  lame ;”  then  the  Lord  will  bless  our  lat¬ 
ter  end,  and  sweeten  with  His]  peace  the  enjoyment  of 
all  our  possessions. 

While  we  miss  the  benignant  presence  and  tender 
counsel  of  a  beloved  mother  in  Israel,  who  during  the 
past  year  has  been  called  “  from ]works  to  rewards,”  yet 
we  have  been  cheered  by  the  coming  and  the  labors  of 
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dear  Friends  from  our  own,  and  other  Yearly  Meetings. 
Some  of  these,  whose  sun  is  setting  in  the  western  sky, 
have  given  evidence  that  it  is  going  down  in  brightness, 
and  that  a  long  service  in  the  cause  of  truth  gives  not 
a  bai’ren,  but  a  green  and  fruitful  old  age. 

Oh  !  ere  their  voices  are  hushed  forever,  may  there 
come  forth  from  our  ranks,  those  who  are  willing  to 
make  an  early  consecration  of  their  time  and  talents  to 
the  Master’s  service  !  The  harvest  is  indeed  plenteous, 
and  there  is  a  call  for  more  faithful  laborers,  that  it 
may  be  gathered,  and  stored  in  the  garner  of  eternal  life. 

The  report  of  our  Indian  Committee  was  encouraging, 
showing  that  the  Indian,  even  when  hampered  by  ad¬ 
verse  legislation,  may,  with  proper  aid  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  become  industrious  and  self-supporting ;  and  we 
have  been  entreated  still  to  extend  a  loving  hand  for  his 
help  and  protection. 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  we  bid  you  farewell,  and 
are  your  sisters. 

Signed  by  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

Maky  Jane  Field,  Clerk . 


From  Genesee  Yearly  Meeting  op  Women  Friends, 
held  at  Bloomfield,  Ontario,  by  adjournment 
prom  the  9th  of  6th  mo.  to  the  12th  of  the  same 
inclusive,  1819. 

To  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends. 

Dear  Sisters  : — We  are  again  assembled  in  our  annual 
gathering.  The  reading  of  epistles  from  our  sisters  of 
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other  Yearly  Meetings  has  drawn  us  near  together  in 
that  bond  of  love  which  is  a  link  in  the  chain  binding 
us  together  as  sisters  of  one  family. 

We  are  favored  with  the  company  of  dear  Friends  from 
other  Yearly  Meetings,  whose  presence,  silent  waiting, 
and  labors  are  a  strength  to  us,  giving  evidence  that  we 
are  not  forgotten  by  our  Heavenly  Father.  May  they 
return  to  their  homes  with  an  assurance  of  acceptance, 
and  the  feeling  that  they  have  done  what  was  required 
of  them. 

The  state  of  society  as  brought  before  us  by  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  answers  to  our  queries,  shows  some  deficien¬ 
cies,  calling  forth  much  counsel  and  deep  sympathy ;  and 
while  we  were  cautioned  not  to  neglect  the  assembling 
of  ourselves  for  the  purpose  of  Divine  worship,  we  were 
admonished  to  endeavor  to  so  arrange  our  duties,  that 
we  come  not  with  overtaxed  energies,  thereby  causing 
drowsiness,  but  endeavor  to  be  in  a  condition  wherein 
our  thoughts  may  seek  the  Heavenly  manna,  and  we 
realize  the  incomes  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  rest  upon  us. 
The  Fountain  of  Life  being  open  to  all,  all  may  come, 
partake,  and  be  strengthened  for  every  good  word  and 
work,  dwelling  low  in  the  Valley  of  Humility  where  the 
dew  lasteth  long,  away  from  the  snares  of  the  enemy. 
There  may  be  difficulties,  trials  and  afflictions  to  encoun¬ 
ter,  yet  by  keeping  close  to  our  God  we  shall  be  strength¬ 
ened  on  the  way. 

Young  mothers  were  couselled  to  be  careful  in  the 
education  of  those  placed  under  their  care,  that  a  love 
for  the  vain  and  perishable  things  of  the  world  be  not 
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unduly  encouraged,  believing  the  natural  disposition  of 
a  child  is  easily  influenced.  Then  how  necessary  that 
the  right  kind  of  influence  be  felt  in  the  mother’s  heart, 
that  it  may  lead  others  in  the  right  path. 

Dear  sisters,  let  us  have  charity  towards  all,  believing 
as  our  forms  and  features  are  different,  so  may  we  have 
different  desires  and  dispositions,  and  yet  be  true  to  our 
religious  feelings,  and  true  to  the  duties  enjoined  by  our 
Heavenly  Father,  that  when  “  He  makes  up  his  jewels,” 
we  may  be  of  the  number,  and  when  asked  what  we  have 
done  with  the  lambs  committed  to  our  care,  we  will  be 
prepared  to  say,  “  Here  they  are ;  we  have  endeavored 
to  keep  them  pure  and  return  them  to  Thee,  hoping 
they  may  be  entrusted  with  things  pi’ecious  in  Thy 
sight.” 

Each  year  we  miss  from  our  midst  beloved  friends 
who  were  wont  to  mingle  and  work  with  us.  They  have 
passed  from  this  to  a  higher  and  better  life,  we  doubt 
not  to  receive  the  reward  of  “  well  done.”  Others  are 
detained  by  home  duties  from  mingling  with  us  at  this 
time ;  yet  we  have  the  company  of  many  dear  young 
sisters,  who  by  their  deportment  are  a  strength  to  their 
elder  friends.  They  have  been  tenderly  admonished  to 
draw  near  to  that  Centre  from  which  comes  true  strength, 
and  when  they  feel  it  right  to  lay  aside  even  so  small  a 
thing  as  an  article  of  dress,  to  heed  the  admonition,  and 
they  will  receive  a  reward. 

We  feel  that  Intemperance  with  its  contaminating  in¬ 
fluence  is  a  subject  demanding  earnest  attention.  Wher¬ 
ever  it  exists  blight  and  mildew  are  the  issue ;  and  does 
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it  not  .become  us  as  children  of  one  Great  Parent  to 
exert  oar  united  efforts  not  to  place  temptation,  in  any 
form,  before  others,  either  as  food  or  drink  ?  With  lov¬ 
ing  hands  and  tender  words  we  may  help  those  who  have 
been  tempted  beyond  their  strength  to  regain  the  right 
path. 

The  continued  progress  of  the  Indians  under  our  care 
is  cause  of  hope  that  better  things  are  in  store  for  them, 
and  we  were  encouraged  to  a  continuance  of  labor  in 
their  behalf. 

► 

A  meeting  of  the  First  Day  School  Association  has 
been  held.  Much  interest  in  the  subject  was  manifested, 
and  desires  expressed  that  we  mind  the  pointings  of 
Best  Wisdom  in  this,  as  well  as  other  things. 

And  now,  dear  sisters,  with  that  love  that  knows  no 
bounds,  and  with  desires  for  your  preservation  with  our 
own,  we  remain  your  friends,  and  bid  you  affectionately 
farewell. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting. 

Phebe  Jane  Noxon,  Glerk. 


From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  held 
at  Salem,  by  adjournments,  from  the  1st  to  the 
4th  of  Ninth  Month,  1879. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia : 

Dear  Sisters  : — As  the  silent  dew  and  the  gentle 
shower  invigorate  and  encourage  growth  in  the  vege¬ 
table  world,  so  do  loving  words  and  kind  expressions 
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encourage  growth  in  the  human  soul.  We  have  renew- 
edly  felt  this  while  listening  to  the  reading  of  your  own 
and  other  epistles  in  our  meeting,  and  desired  that  the 
advantages  arising  from  such  correspondence  may  con„ 
tinue. 

Ministering  Friends  from  a  distance  have  been  with 
us  as  messengers  of  love,  and  we  have  realized  “  How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  Him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings.”  It  is  surely  with  joy  unspeak¬ 
able  that  we  learn  from  the  experience  of  others,  that 
which  corroborates  the  testimony  of  our  own  hearts 
respecting  the  goodness  and  greatness  of  the  Divine 
Father. 

The  condition  of  society  as  presented  by  the  answers 
to  our  queries  while  encouraging  in  many  respects^ 
again  impresses  the  important  lesson  that  but  little 
good  can  be  attained  without  constant  watching  and 
continued  labor,  yet  the  small  gain  that  individual  effort 
may  effect  in  one  year,  must  and  will  be  felt  when  it 
unites  with  the  combined  efforts  of  many. 

Mothers  have  been  tenderly  appealed  to,  to  guard  and 
guide  the  children  of  their  love  with  that  care  which  the 
pure  in  heart  may  sanction.  The  declaration  of  Christ 
that  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God  is  an  assurance, 
which  to  disregard  is  fatal  to  the  well-being  of  society. 

Intemperance,  that  scourge  of  homes  and  firesides, 
has  been  weightily  considered,  and  earnest  desires  have 
been  expressed  that  we  may  let  no  opportunity  pass  for 
extending  care  towards  shielding  others  from  the  evil? 
from  which  as  a  body  we  have  been  largely  exempt 


59 


The  question  arises,  that,  while  that  holy,  precious 
place,  the  family  sanctuary,  is  invaded  by  an  enemy  so 
revolting  in  its  action,  and  so  repulsive  in  its  effects,  can 
we  hold  ourselves  guiltless  if  we  stretch  not  forth  a 
hand  to  save  the  suffering  victims  in  such  way  as  exper¬ 
ience  and  judgment  may  direct  as  efficient  ?  The  bane¬ 
ful  effects  of  tobacco  on  the  human  organism  in  its  use, 
and  on  the  soil  that  produces  it,  have  been  seen  to  be 
evils  calling  loudly  for  consideration.  While  the  child¬ 
ren  of  our  own  and  other  lands  are  literally  asking  for 
bread,  shall  we  give  them  that  which  is  worse  than  a 
stone,  a  poisonous  weed  which  displaces  cereals  and 
impoverishes  the  soil,  only  to  make  inroads  on  the  vigor 
and  deprave  the  taste  of  man,  thereby  paving  the  way 
for  alcohol  and  vice  ? 

The  Indian  question  has  claimed  attention  in  our  de¬ 
liberations.  We  trust  that  the  difficulties  now  in  the 
way  of  effective  labor  may  not  be  impassable  barriers  to 
future  success. 

The  Fii’st  Day  School  Association  has  held  its  several 
sessions  with  interest  and,  we  trust,  profit.  That  our 
meetings  have  been  enlarged,  and  an  increased  interest 
felt  since  the  establishment  of  First-Day  Schools,  seems 
no  longer  doubted.  We  would  gladly  look  forward  to 
the  time  when,  under  right  guidance,  they  might  be 
general  rather  than  exceptional. 

That  we  may  each  and  all  do  the  work  assigned  us  here 
on  earth,  with  willing  hands  and  loving  hearts,  is  the  de¬ 
sire  of  your  sisters. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting. 

Jane  Edgerton,  Clerk. 
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From  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends, 
held  by  Adjournments  from  the  29th  of  Ninth 
to  the  2d  of  Tenth  Month,  1879,  inclusive. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting ,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  : 

Dear  Sisters  : — With  hearts  filled  with  gratitude  to 
the  Giver  of  every  good  gift,  for  his  tender  mercies  unto 
us,  we  again  address  you. 

We  have  been  dipped  into  close  sympathy  with  you, 
and  the  bond  of  love  strengthened  for  our  distant  sisters, 
by  the  reading  of  your  excellent  epistle,  and  those  from 
others  of  the  same  household  of  faith. 

From  every  point  comes  the  voice  of  lamentation, 
caused  by  the  same  evils,  and  the  neglect  of  the  same 
duties  belonging  to  the  Church  Militant,  until  the  query 
should  come  home  to  each  individual,  “  What  can  I  do 
to  promote  the  cause  of  truth  to  His  honor  and  glory?” 

We  have  been  admonished  to  let  all  we  do,  be  for 
truth’s  sake,  for  truth  is  God  and  God  is  truth. 

There  is  a  loud  call  for  more  simplicity,  not  only  in 
our  dress,  but  in  our  daily  living,  and  our  every  action. 
Let  our  example  be  such,  that  as  we  come  and  go  in  the 
world  others  may  be  strengthened  to  perform  nobler 
deeds,  and  live  purer  lives.  Let  us  build  up  the  walls 
of  our  Zion,  not  by  striving  at  great  attainments,  but 
lay  the  foundations  strong,  and  sure,  by  keeping  the 
eye  single  to  the  pointings  of  Divine'  wisdom  in  all 
things.  Let  us  be  more  earnest,  more  child-like  in  our 
faith,  remembering  that  “  He  who  hath  numbered  the 
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hairs  of  our  heads,  and  noteth  even  the  fall  of  a  spar- 
row,”  will  never  forsake  his  dependent  children. 

Although  our  meeting  has  been  unusually  small,  yet 
a  precious  harmony  has  been  manifested  during  our  sev¬ 
eral  sittings,  and  we  have  been  permitted  to  transact  the 
business  which  has  come  before  us  in  unity,  and  have 
felt  that  “  His  banner  over  us  is  love.” 

Exercised  minds  have  labored  in  deep  solicitude,  that 
we  live  moi’e  closely  to  the  spirit  of  the  queries,  as  we 
are  assured  that  it  is  the  “  letter  which  kills, — the  spirit 
maketh  alive.” 

Mothers  in  an  especial  manner  have  been  entreated  to 
feel  the  necessity  of  very  early  instilling  into  the  minds 
of  their  children  the  principle  of  punctuality  in  all  their 
engagements,  and  to  not  allow  their  worldly  cares  to 
so  engross  their  minds  and  time,  as  to  be  unable  to  give 
their  little  ones  the  care  and  attention  which  would 
mould  their  plastic  minds  in  innocence,  showing  them 
the  beautiful  path  of  holiness,  from  which  they  may 
not  depart  in  after  life.  We  acknowledge  with  deep 
thankfulness  the  Father’s  love,  in  placing  in  the  hearts 
of  some  of  his  servants  a  willingness  to  come  amongst 
us  and  their  company,  and  tender  counsel  have  been 
strengthening  and  encouraging.  The  report  from  our 
Indian  Committee  indicates  that  the  Indians  are  making 
good  progress,  but  discouragements  attend  our  efforts  on 
their  behalf,  and  yet  we  have  continued  the  committee 
to  do  what  they  may  find  practicable.  The  subject  of 
temperance  was  brought  before  us  and  produced  a  deep 
and  living  exercise  to  those  minds  who  feel  that  the  evil 
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of  strong  drink  cannot  be  too  earnestly  or  persistently 
battled  with. 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  we  bid  you  an  affectionate 
farewell,  and  remain  your  sisters. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Indiana  Yearly  meeting. 

Mary  W.  Cook,  Clerk. 


From  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  op  Women  Friends, 

HELD  BY  ADJOURNMENTS  FROM  THE  2?TH  OF  10TH  MO. 

TO  THE  30TH  OF  SAME  INCLUSIVE,  1819. 

To  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends. 

Dear  Sisters  : — Again,  dear  sisters,  the  mercy  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  has  permitted  us  to  meet  to  transact 
the  business  of  our  Society.  While  so  engaged,  the 
aspiration  of  our  hearts  has  been  that  his  strength  might 
enable  us  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  us  in  a  man¬ 
ner  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  righteousness ; 
and  we  must  gratefully  acknowledge  that  the  arm  of 
His  love  has  been  about  us. 

Your  acceptable  epistle,  with  those  of  other  Yearly 
Meetings,  coming  to  us  as  precious  messages  of  love 
from  fellow-laborers  earnestly  engaged  in  the  Master’s 
work,  met  a  warm  response  in  our  hearts,  with  a  renewed 
impression  that  these  interchanges  of  sisterly  affection 
are  as  cords  of  cementing  love,  binding  our  hearts  to¬ 
gether,  and  a  feeling  of  gratitude  arises,  that  while  we 
are  called  to  labor  in  different  fields,  the  same  Eye  is 
over  us,  and  the  same  Hand  directing  us.  A  number  of 
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Friends  from  other  Yearly  Meetings  have  been  with  us, 
entering  with  sympathy  into  the  deliberations  of  our 
meetings,  and  some  of  them  sharing  liberally  with  us 
the  fruits  of  experience  gathered  from  the  harvest  of 
many  years.  While  we  have  listened  to  words  of  counsel 
and  wisdom  falling  from  the  lips  of  the  aged  traveler 
Zionward,  our  love  has  gone  forth  to  them,  and  grati¬ 
tude  to  our  Father,  whose  love  has  sent  to  us  His  mes¬ 
sengers.  May  we  keep  their  words  close  to  our  hearts, 
and  may  they  receive  their  reward  for  having  faithfully 
performed  their  work.  All  have  been  exhorted  to  “  mind 
the  light,”  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  every-day 
life,  and  assured  that  as  we  are  faithful  we  will  realize  a 
growth  in  knowledge  and  strength.  The  young  have 
been  earnestly  entreated  to  come  forward,  willing  to 
hold  up  the  hands  of  those  that  are  weak.  Our  hearts 
have  been  saddened  by  the  absence  of  many  loved  ones 
who  have  been  called  up  higher ;  but  we  trust  there  are 
those  under  the  preparing  Hand  who  may  be  anointed 
to  come  forth  and  aid  in  filling  the  vacant  places  made 
in  the  ranks  by  the  removal  of  those  valiants  who  have 
been  called  to  lay  down  their  armor,  who  may  declare 
the  truth,  and  who  by  example  may  encourage  others  to 
a  closer  walk  with  God. 

All  are  not  called  to  the  same  work.  Some  may  be 
required  to  plow  deep,  that  the  virgin  soil  may  be  turned 
up,  others  to  smooth  the  ground,  and  others  only  to  drop 
the  tiny  seed.  But  each  must  do  the  work  faithfully  ; 
then  the  dews  and  sunshine  of  God's  love  will  descend 
upon  it,  and  when  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  comes,  we 
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shall  be  found,  not  burdened  with  empty  chaff,  but  laden 
with  sheaves  of  ripe  golden  grain. 

Mothers  have  been  affectionately  reminded  of  their 
duties  ;  of  the  importance  of  keeping  their  children  very 
near  to  them  in  feeling,  that  perfect  trust  between  them 
may  exist.  They  have  been  encouraged  to  nurture  any 
Divine  impression  made  upon  their  minds,  and  to  prayer¬ 
fully  endeavor  to  lead  them  in  paths  of  safety,  teaching 
them,  that  in  their  Heavenly  Parent  they  have  an  unfail¬ 
ing  Friend  and  Guide. 

The  subject  of  intemperance  has  claimed  the  weighty 
attention  of  our  meeting,  and  earnest  appeals  have  been 
made  to  all,  to  use  every  effort  to  put  down  this  great 
evil,  the  foundation  of  almost  every  crime.  So  many 
allurements  beset  the  path  of  our  youth,  particularly  in 
large  cities,  that  we  cannot  be  too  zealous  in  our  efforts 
to  cast  every  protection  around  them.  Few  households 
have  not  in  some  degree  felt  its  blighting  influence,  and 
many  have  sadly  realized  that  when  once  led  astray,  it 
is  not  easy,  to  again  gather  them  into  the  fold.  Nothing 
but  aid  from  on  High  can  enable  us  to  do  it. 

In  the  review  of  our  society,  we  feel  there  is  cause  for 
encouragement,  though  the  outlook  at  times  may  not 
seem  bright,  and  we  trust  that  the  love  of  the  Father 
may  enable  us  to  go  hand  in  hand  in  His  work. 

With  a  salutation  of  lorn,  we  remain  your  friends. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting  by 

Mary  C.  Cutler,  Clerk. 
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From  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends. 
To  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends. 

Dear  Sisters  : — We  are  met  in  our  fifth  annual  assem¬ 
bly,  for  the  consideration  of  the  growth  and  spread  of 
those  principles  among  us  upon  which  our  Society  is 
based.  This  frequent  examination  of  the  ground  whereon 
we  stand  seems  a  wise  and  proper  thing  for  us  to  do,  lest 
peradventure  some  should  stray  from  the  solid  rock  and 
build  upon  the  sand.  We  have  the  company  of  several 
sisters  from  the  Yearly  Meetings,  whose  presence  and 
valuable  counsel  have  been  acceptable  indeed,  and  we 
hope  are  fully  appreciated. 

The  reading  and  answering  of  the  queries,  bringing 
before  us  the  state  of  Society,  has  called  forth  earnest 
exercise  from  many  dear  Friends,  and  we  are  gratified 
and  encouraged  to  observe  that  the  living  practical  issues 
of  the  day,  and  the  plain  ordinary  duties  of  life,  are 
receiving  the  deepest  attention  from  gifted  minds.  We 
have  feelingly  and  earnestly  been  shown  that  the  prompt, 
careful  and  intelligent  discharge  of  these  duties  consti¬ 
tutes  a  large  part  of  our  Christian  obligations. 

The  subject  of  a  proper  literature  for  both  children 
and  adults  has  been  forcibly  brought  before  us,  and  par¬ 
ents  have  been  admonished  to  use  a  judicious  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  regard  to  their  own  reading,  and  that  which 
they  furnish  their  children,  noting  the  difference  between 
that  which  is  light  yet  wholesome,  and  that  which  is  im¬ 
pure  and  poisonous, 
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The  sacredness  of  the  marriage  relation  and  parental 
responsibility  were  feelingly  adverted  to.  Mothers  were 
entreated  not  to  be  unmindful  of  their  high  mission,  but 
to  place  their  duties  to  their  children  in  advance  of  all 
other  considerations.  Thoughtful  and  intelligent  care 
for  the  outward  was  shown  to  be  proper  and  right,  yet 
we  were  cautioned  about  wearying  ourselves  with  un¬ 
necessary  serving.  Women  were  also  reminded  that 
promptness  and  punctuality  were  virtues  which  it  seems 
their  peculiar  province  to  practice  themselves,  to  incul¬ 
cate  in  their  children,  and  to  encourage  in  their  husbands 
and  brothers. 

The  subject  of  the  use  of  intoxicants  and  tobacco  has 
elicited  a  deep  concern  among  us.  The  powerful  hold  it 
takes  upon  its  victims,  and  the  widespread  desolation 
following  its  use,  are  leading  many  earnest  minds  to 
inquire  how  far  they  may  use  liquors,  even  for  medicinal 
purposes.  In  the  culinary  department,  also,  we  feel 
affectionately  to  recommend  that  its  use  be  dispensed 
with,  lest  this  be  among  the  unguarded  avenues  wherein 
the  tempter  enters. 

Educational  interests  have  claimed  our  attention ;  and 
the  subject  of  our  care  of  the  Indians  was  deliberated 
on  in  open  session. 

Our  First  Day  School  Association,  in  the  reports  of 
its  subordinate  meetings,  exhibits  a  gratif}dng  increase 
in  the  progress  of  the  work  of  this  valuable  auxiliary  to 
our  Society,  and  wifh  its  eo-operation  and  sympathy. 

The  subject  of  a  General  Conference,  to  be  composed 
of  the  different  Yearly  Meetings,  still  claims  our  atten- 


67 


tion.  The  favor  with  which  the  proposition  was  received 
and  the  encouragement  given,  confirms  our  belief  that 
our  kindred  meetings,  too,  have  felt  the  need  of  a  broader 
field  for  labor,  and  stengthens  our  confidence  that  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  will  rest  upon  us,  and  the  guidance 
of  the  Spirit  be  vouchsafed  us. 

Many  gifted  minds  drawn  in  sympathy  with  all  phases 
of  suffering  humanity,  and  animated  with  holy  zeal  to 
ameliorate  such  suffering  by  associating  their  efforts  with 
others,  have  been  compelled  to  go  outside  the  pale  of  our 
Society  to  find  scope  for  their  powers.  One  aspect  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  proposed  Conference  is,  that  such  talent 
will  find  room  for  its  fullest  and  freest  development  and 
activity  within  our  own  Society,  and  with  its  eo  opera¬ 
tion  and  sympathy. 

We  have  felt  that  the  covering  of  Divine  love  ha3  been 
over  us,  and  trust  that  individual  hearts  will  go  hence 
strengthened  for  the  performance  of  every  duty. 

Signed  by  direction  of  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Women  Friends,  held  at  Clear  Creek,  Putnam  county, 
Illinois,  from  the  15th  of  the  9th  mo.  to  the  18th  of  the 
same  inclusive,  1879. 


Caroline  Lukens,  Clerk. 


